
 

Jamestown SôKallamLummi 
 Basket Weaver  

Khai is being featured in this newsletter because of her continued in-

volvement in the NNABAõs youth track program.  She has been teaching 

in our youth track program for 6 years and we are not only very appre-

ciative of her commitment to NNABA but we are very proud of all of her 

accomplishments in all aspects of her life.  Thank you for sharing your 

story: I am from the Prince Family of the Jamestown SõKlallam Tribe 

and the James Family of Lummi Nation.  I am currently in law school 

at Arizona State University, focusing on Indian Law.  After graduating in December, I hope to move back to 

Western Washington and practice law.  While school takes up a lot of my time, I do enjoy every opportunity 

I get to weave as well as continuing to learn new techniques.  I hope to have my own children someday to 

teach, but until then I am happy to teach youth at the NNABA Annual Gathering as this is an important as-

pect in carrying on our traditions for the next 7 generations. 

Growing up in Sequim, I was able to spend time with my Grandma Elaine Grinnell, quickly learning the 

importance of telling stories of our people, gathering foods, traditional cooking and pulling cedar (already 

watching for potential òpullingó trees at six years old).    

Due to work and school commitments I was unable to begin weaving until 7 years ago; in that time I have 

been lucky to weave with so many amazing weavers and to learn from so many elders.  I enjoy the history 

and knowledge they share when teaching.  I, in turn, have the ability to speak with so many youth and 

teach them to weave a basket for many of them it is their first basket; this is very rewarding to me.  I love 

to hear what the students have to say and share, while teaching I like to encourage my students to continue 

with school and weaving.  Often elders come to my table to weave because I teach  (continued page 2) 
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Email: 
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Please note NNABAõs new mailing  

address is now: Post Office Box 7185  

Covington, WA 98010  
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(cont. from page 1) a beginning basket, I have enjoyed the time I have been able to teach elders, I have seen youth and elders make connections, 

families meet for the very first time and many laughs over the past five years.  I really enjoy visiting the tribes that host each year, seeing weavers 

from around the Northwest and sharing in part of their culture. Whether traveling back from New York where I studied at St Lawrence University for 

my bachelorõs degree or the much closer trip home from Phoenix every year, the conference and connections have been phenomenal and are some-

thing I look forward to every year no matter the distance. 

 

Khiaõs Grandma, Elaine Grinnell, wanted to share this story because in all our lives  we are all trying to perpetuate through our culture traditions and 

families.   She also wanted to thank all of you basket weavers who have participated in Khiaõs education and culture. 

Thank you Khia for all of your dedication and hard work-NNABA Board of Directors 
 

NNABAõs Board of Directors would like to extend a thank you to Marie Gris-

wold for her generosity and time she has given to our organization while serv-

ing on the board.  Marieõs decision to step down from the board is a disappoint-

ment, but with this decision as with everything Marie has our support. 

Thank you, Marie. 

The Board of Directors has some new faces: 

During the 16th Annual Gathering in Warm Springs, NNABA hold its annual meeting.  This meeting is not only 

to discuss the organizationõs business but to hold our annual board of directorsõ elections.  Per the by-laws the 

voting members shall elect, by majority vote, candidates to the Board of Directors. 

In October, Margaret Henry (Squaxin Island), Myra Johnson-Orange (Warm Springs), and Eileen Spino (Warm 

Springs) were all nominated, accepted, and voted in as Board of Director member. (pictured below respectively). 

We would like to welcome them and thank them for their commitment to perpetuating, promoting, and preserv-

ing native basketry. 
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2nd No Frills Basketry Gathering  

 

We held our 2nd No Frills Basketry Gathering at the House of Learning-Peninsula College at Port Angeles WA over the week-

end of November 20h and 21st, 2010. It was a great success.  We had two fun filled days of basket weaving.  Our goal was to 

provide our NNABA members the opportunity to enjoy additional weaving opportunities throughout the year.  We had 30 mem-

bers attend and recruited 10 additional  new members.  Our hands go up to the following weavers, who donated their time to be 
there: Elaine Grinnell-Jamestown SôKlallam/Lummi, Julie Grinnell-Jamestown Klallam, Ahoust/Lummi, Julie McKenney-

Makah/Lummi, Tiffany McKenney-Makah/Lummi, Sara Perry-Makah/Lummi, and Theresa Parker-Makah/Lummi.  Thank you 

to the attendees from Sauk Suiattle, Suquamish, Jamestown, Port Angeles, Sequim, Makah, and Canada for being at our 2nd No 

Frills Gathering.  If you are interested in hosting a basketry gathering in your area (registration fees benefit NNABA and itôs 

efforts) contact us and we can give you details of a No Frills Gathering. 

 

Submitted by Theresa Parker and Elaine Grinnell. 

The 16th Annual Basketweavers Gathering, themed ñBaskets, Baskets, Basketsò, was hosted by the Confeder-

ated Tribes of the Warm Springs Indians in Warm Springs, Oregon.   NNABA sponsored 37 master weavers to 

be at the gathering to either demonstrate or teach the art of basketry and their specific style of basketry. 

NNABAôs 2010 Gathering had 490 adult members attending; and the youth track was attended by 55 partici-

pants with 8 youth instructors.  Our membership included associate members along with tribal members repre-

senting 61 tribes traveling from 8 states and 1 Canadian Province. Members ages ranged from honored elders 

in their late 80ôs to young children of the age of 2. 

Although the Board of Directors put in many hours at each gathering, it takes many many more hands to make 

NNABAôs gatherings successful.  Our support is so vast that one complete list of volunteers would be impossi-

ble but we would like to start by thanking the following individuals for their time (please pardon any omis-

sions): Adeline Miller, Eileen Spino, Enda Gonzales, Oueida Colwash, Rosie Tom, Kelli Palmer, Tina Aguilar, 

Arlene Boileau, Myra Johnson, Ashley Aguilar, Jolene Estimo, Margie Tuckita, Merle Kirk, Doris Miller, 

Rose Charley, Evaline Patt, Val Switzler, Natalie Moody, Rosalind Sampson, Josie Miller, Phyllis Shawaway, 

Sharon Katchia, Keyana Yellowman, Doris Lawrence, Dion Polk, Catherine Katchia, Laura Pennington, Kathy 

Kentta Robinson, Athena Perkins and Nonie Woolf.   

Baskets, Baskets, Baskets~~the 16th Annual Basketweavers Gathering 
 held October 2010, in Warms Springs Oregon 


